
 

 

Page 1 © Brunswicks LLP 2009  http://www.brunswickslaw.eu  

 

 

Volume 4  Issue 39 
23 September 2009  

Next  

Brunswicksô Healthcare Review 

refreshingly modern, reassuringly traditional  

http://www.brunswicks-web.co.uk/


 

 

Page 2 © Brunswicks LLP 2009  http://www.brunswickslaw.eu  

Abuse/Dignityðpage  

Business newsðpage  

Care Homesðpage  

Case reportsðpage  

Childrenðpage  

Conferences & Coursesðpage  

Consultationsðpage  

 

Care Quality Commission, CSIW & Scottish 
Care Commissionðpage  

Dementiaðpage  

Ireland, Scotland & Walesðpage  

Learning Disabilitiesðpage  

Legislation updateðpage  

Mental capacityðpage  

Mental healthðpage  

Miscellaneousðpage  

NHSðpage  

Nursingðpage  

Older peopleðpage  

Parliamentðpage  

Social Careðpage  

Workforceðpage  

Nxt  Back 

Volume 4  Issue 39 

23 September 2009  Contents 

Editorial  
 

Well now, I have been surprised. 
 

Surprised that the Government is already beginning to 
announce where cash can be saved in a variety of 
Departments ï Ed Balls was first.  I had expected that we 
would have to wait until we were closer to the date of the 
General Election.  
 

I wonder what will be sacrificed. 
 

There are a number of schemes which have been 
doggedly, if not determinedly, pursued by Government ï 
some in the face of opposition from the public and that 
must therefore be in pole position. 
 

National Identity Cards get my vote for being scraped and 
the savings will be worth billions of pounds sterling.  In the 

 
process, one might see the fiction that such cards would 
prevent or reduce opportunities for terrorist attack dropped 
too. 
 

Next, although perhaps more difficult to achieve should, in 
my view, be the NHS National IT Project. 
 

Regular readers will be aware that this project is intended 
to centralise all NHS patient data, as well as a number of 
other things such as óchose and bookô whereby GP and 
patient can select a treatment centre and book an 
appointment there and then,  this aspect of the project 
seems to be working satisfactorily. 
 

Others are not. 
 

There are also some legal and philosophical challenges to 
the centralisation of such data; as well as concerns about  

 
whether one can trust the state to look after the data safely 
and securely. 
 

There is a big financial prize to be won if the IT Project can 
be wound up.  It is years overdue and billions over 
budget.  Some predictions put the cost at over 
£16bn.   The key will be to ensure that contracts are not 
just cancelled, rather, the contracts must be carefully 
reviewed and where there are reasons to give notice to 
cancel that must be done.  In all other cases the contracts 
will need to be terminated in accordance with the 
provisions.  To do otherwise is likely to land us all with 
needless cancellation and other costs associated with 
bungled termination. 
 
I wish I could have confidence that cancellation 
would be undertaken proficiently!  

This weekôs article ï Independent Healthcare Awards  
 
The Laing & Buisson Awards took place on 22.09.09 and were hosted by Sandi Toksvig and was attended by 
more than 450 guests. 
 
To read the finalists and winners in each categoryðwinners appear in redðclick here  
. 

Parliament  
 
 
 

Parliament is in recess until 12.10.09. 

Next  
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Abuse/Dignity  
 
1. Look, vulnerable people!   Quick draft a 
daft law  
14 September 2009 - The Times  
Libby Purves adds her voice to the crescendo calling 
for a review of the vetting and barring scheme - 
£77m set up costs and £44m a year to run ï which 
has drawn criticism from not only libertarians but 
also; Esther RAntzen, NSPCC and the Royal College 
of Paediatrics.  She correctly points out that, so far 
as children are concerned, this will be until the age of 
18 yrs ï by which time such a person could have 
spent almost two years married, imprisoned, serving 
with the armed forces and people having formal con-
tact with such a person will need to be vetted and 
approved.  And how all this paperwork is likely to 
divert one from keeping an óeye on the ballô. 
 

2. The nannying bureaucracy over            
paedophilia  
14 September 2009 - The Times, Letters to the 
Editor  
Two correspondents point out that abuse is thank-
fully rare, that the vetting and barring scheme is in 
their view an over elaborate response from the state 
and asking why innocent people should prove to the 
state that they are innocent before being able to do 
good deeds. 

 
3. SCOTLAND: SEX OFFENDER DISCLO-
SURE PILOT 
14 September 2009 - UKPolicing.info  
Parents in Tayside will from now be entitled to know 
if a sex offender has access to their children under a 
new pilot project which has been launched. 
 

4. Soham officer attacks vetting scheme  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
The former police officer who led the investigation 
into the Soham murders of Holly Wells and Jessica 
Chapman has come down against the new vetting 
and barring scheme saying ñno amount of legislation, 
record keeping or checkingò could prevent the murder 
of children by paedophiles. 
 
Ed.  What is needed is a sensible balanced ap-
proach to protection.   What this scheme ignores 
is that the majority of abuse takes place in do-
mestic settings at the hands of close family mem-
bers.   No scheme can address that.   Whether this 
new scheme will achieve the balance remains to 
be seen.   The fact that Ed Balls has already an-
nounced a review suggests a reaction in the face 
of hostility, rather than a reasoned conclusion to 
review.  
 

5. New rules will do little to protect majority 
of children  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
Rosemary Bennett writes that while the new vetting 
and barring scheme may have stopped Ian Huntley 
getting his job as a school caretaker, it probably 
would not have prevented the abuse of Holly Wells 
and Jessica Chapman who were accesses via Hunt-
leyôs then girlfriend, Maxine Carr, who was a class-
room assistant and known to the girls. 
 

6. Balls orders vetting scheme review  
15 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
A review of a Government scheme to vet around 11 
million adults who care for other adults or vulnerable 
children has been ordered by Childrenôs Secretary Ed 
Balls. 
 
 
 

7. Vetting scheme curtails our freedom to 
help  
15 September 2009 - The Times, Letters to the 
Editor  
Five correspondents respond to the hullaballoo cre-
ated in recent weeks concerning the Vetting and Bar-
ring Scheme due to become operational in Octo-
ber.  One correspondent draws parallels with the USA 
of the 1950s searching for óreds under the bedô. 
 

8. Concerns over church child abuse guide-
lines  
16 September 2009 - Irish Times  
Concern has been expressed about a continuing lack 
of adherence by Irish Catholic bishops to implement-
ing the Churchôs own child protection guidelines. 
 
Maeve Lewis, executive director of One in Four, 
which helps people who suffered abuse as children, 
said the agency had been contacted by three people 
on the matter in the past few days. 
 
Each had complained about clerical abuse to the 
bishops in their three separate dioceses and in no 
case had the bishop concerned acted in accordance 
with church guidelines, she said.  In one case the al-
legation was brought to the bishopôs attention three 
months ago, since when nothing had been done. In 
another case, the accused priest still remained as 
chairman of the local primary school board, while in 
the third case the accused priest had ñgone abroadò. 

9. Care staff taped mouth of dementia         
patient, 89  
19 September 2009 - Daily Mail  
For full report see Abuse ðitem 36  
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Business News  

10. Dignity in Care badges for Dignity    
champions  
14 September 2009 - Department of Health   
Dignity in Care badges available for Dignity champi-
ons. You can use the badge as a form of identifica-
tion to be recognised by others and to spread the 
word about the Dignity in Care Campaign.  
Request your Dignity in Care badge  

11. Sovereign extends healthcare expertise 
with £25m commitment to London Care  
16 September 2009  
Sovereign Capital announced the £18m acquisition 
of London Care Plc, one of the largest domiciliary 
care businesses in the UK.  Operating from 13 sites 
across the UK, including 11 offices in the South East, 
the company provides over 30,000 hours of personal 
support per week to vulnerable people in their own 
homes, mainly under contract to local authorities and 
primary care trusts.     
 
London Care employs 1,500 staff, including 1,400 
care workers, enabling those who have physical or 
psychological needs to manage their daily lives.   
 
Sovereign is bolstering the management team, led 
by Angelo Rombo as Managing Director, with the 
appointment of Robbie Burns as Chairman and Mark 
Harrison as Finance Director.  Robbie Burns has 
specific experience of the domiciliary care sector 
having been CEO of Clinovia (now part of BUPA) 
and Mark Harrison has held a number of senior fi-
nancial positions, most recently as Group Finance 
Director at Reliance Security. 
 
Commenting on the acquisition, Dominic Dalli, Part-

ner at Sovereign said:  
 
ñWe have known and followed London Care since 
2005 and witnessed strong growth in the busi-
ness.  Revenues have increased to over £20 million 
driven by the increasing demand for high quality 
home care, as both a personal preference for end 
users enabling many to remain in their own homes for 
longer, whilst offering value for money to local au-
thorities.  We look forward to working alongside the 
London Care team to further grow and develop the 
business.ò 

12. Deadline set as Four Seasons debt talks 
stumble  
17 September 2009 - Reuters  
Funders of Four Seasons Health Care have until 
25.09.09 to conclude a restructuring deal to cut its 
£1.5bn debt, otherwise the company will be put up for 
sale, its debt administrators, Hatfield Philips, an-
nounced. 
 
Four Seasons Health Care declined to comment. 

13. A Guide to financial support and advice 
for independent health and social care pro-
viders  
17 September 2009 - Care Quality Commission  
CQC has pulled together various initiatives alongside 
some existing forms of help that all care providers 
may find useful in exploring if they are experiencing 
difficulties, or just looking to consolidate their busi-
ness.  The list is not exhaustive. 
 
Ed.  A very useful and practical contribution from 
the regulator.  
 

 

14. Bid battle erupts over drug group  
20 September 2009 - The Sunday Times  
Generics pharma company Goldshield, chaired by 
Keith Hellawell, former West Yorkshire Chief Consta-
ble, is the subject of a bid from its former CEO Ajit 
Patel.  The management team is working on a 
counter bid. 

15. Nuffield Health seals £250m refinancing 
deal  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
Nuffield Health the UKs largest not-for-profit inde-
pendent healthcare provider with a turnover of £581m 
has refinanced with a funding package from Royal 
Bank of Scotland, Barclays Commercial Bank and 
Allied Irish Bank. 

16. Spin doctors  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
A focus on Endeavour Health ï the first to attempt to 
cash in on the swine flu concerns and subsequently it 
it headlines when it emerged that Lord McColl, 
shadow health spokesman, is a member of its advi-
sory board.  

17. In the loop  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
Accusation of cronyism made against DH after infor-
mation specialist Dr Foster brought back into DH hav-
ing been dumped last year in favour of Capita ï it will 
assess, alongside KPMG the future of NHS Choices, 
the very work awarded to Capita last year. 

18. Executive decision  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
Article which suggests that InHealthôs acquisition of 
Preventicum leaves the combined business well-
positioned to exploit high-end health screening. 
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19. Broken down  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
Has the crisis in banking left Express Lift struggling a 
structure intended to deliver the perceived benefits 
delivered by the NHS ProCure21 in terms of capital 
development projects?  Its future remains uncertain. 

20. Shaky foundations  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
The proposed changes to foundation trusts following 
the scandal at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation 
Trust may worry the private sector ï should they be 
worried?  Ken Anderson, MD UBS Investment Bank, 
thinks that Government should hold its nerve and 
allow the foundation trusts to mature.  However, 
keep an eye on any changes! 

21. Desperate times call for innovative    
measures  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
Liz Jones of ISIS Equity Partners says that in the 
current climate standing still is not an option. 

22. The Healthcare Industry Barometer 2009  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
The results of 16 questions posed to industry insid-
ers on the current perceptions of the market place. 
 
The conclusions suggest that there are mixed views 
about the sector which might be best described by 
reference to a ócurateôs eggô. 
 

 

 

 

Care Homes  

23. Campaigning care lawyer could be struck 
off by tribunal  
14 September 2009 - The Guardian  
Campaigning solicitor, Yvonne Hossack, who brought 
proceedings for many care home residents as a last 
hope of stopping closures of their homes and cuts in 
care services, faces disciplinary action that could see 
her suspended from practice or struck off. 
 
Ed.  She succeeded in resisting the allegations 
against her.   
See below in Miscellaneous ðitem 94  

24. Solicitor accused of rules breach  
14 September 2009 ï BBC News  
For full report click here  

25. MP backs Hull care home solicitor  
15 September 2009 ï BBC News  
For full report click here  

26. Solicitor cleared of misconduct  
18 September 2009 - BBC News  

Lawyer keeps up care homes fight  
19 September 2009 - BBC News  
For full report click here  
For 2nd report click here  

27. Laing and Buisson: Care home decline at 
an end  
Market analysts predict return to expansion 
for UK residential sector  
17 September 2009 ï Community Care  
Market analyst, Laing and Buisson has said that the 
long-term decline in the UK care home sector has come 
to an end and that demographic change set to drive 
steady growth over the next decade. 
 

The firm published its annual survey of the UK market 
for the care of older people, and it found that overall ca-
pacity in the sector had risen for the first time since 
1996, with a rise from 467,400 to 472,600 places from 
2008-9. In 1996, the figure stood at 571,300. 
For full report click here  

28. Charities warn of care home costs  
18 September 2009 - BBC News  
Age Concern and Help the Aged say that families 
with elderly relatives in local authority care homes in 
England are struggling to meet demands for top-up 
fees.  
 
The charities say councils are paying about £60 a 
week less than it takes to provide services, forcing 
families to meet the shortfall.  
For full report click here  

29. Care home quality worry  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
It is suggested that the increase in voids at Southern 
Cross care homes is due to falling standards.  Occu-
pancy fell from 89.8% to 87.5%.  CQC rated 73% of 
the groups care homes as ógoodô or óexcellentô. 
 

Case Reports  

Law Reports  

Nothing to report  

Disciplinary cases  

30. Arts therapist struck off for engaging in 
inappropriate relationships with patients  
15 September 2009 - Health Professions Council  
Arts therapist, Andrew Davies, has been struck off the 
HPC Register for engaging in personal relationships 
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with three patients whilst employed by the Watford As-
sessment and Therapy Services. 
 
Andrew Davies was not present nor represented at the 
hearing. 

31. Orthoptist suspended for poor record 
keeping  
18 September 2009 - Health Professions Council  
Orthoptist, Mark A Jones has been suspended from 
the HPC Register for poor record keeping and failing 
to provide adequate patient care whilst working at 
the North Cheshire Hospitals NHS Trust. 
 
Registrant did not include a management plan or a 
case history for a patient and the patient records 
were illegible and poorly written. 
 
The Panel further heard the Registrant failed to un-
dertake appropriate patient examinations. In 10 
cases there was evidence of minimal investigation 
and lack of detail recorded by the Registrant. 
 
Panel Chair, Mr Paul Archer commented: 
 
ñThe Registrants also failed to understand the need 
for effective communication throughout the care of 
the patient. The Panel notes that there is no evi-
dence to suggest that the registrant has addressed 
his lack of competence.ò 
 
The panel decided the most appropriate action was 
to suspend Mark Jones from the Register for a pe-
riod of 12 months. 
 
Jones was neither present nor represented at the 
hearing. 
 

 

Cases in the news  

32. Salford suspends children's services 
chief Jill Baker's suspension follows months 
of criticism over child death and calls for her 
to resign  
15 September 2009 ï Community Care  
Childrenôs services chief, Jill Baker has been sus-
pended by Salford Council after months of criticism over 
a child death and calls from opposition councillors for 
her to step down. 
For full report click here  

33. Care manager stole from woman  
16 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Nicola Williams, deputy manager of a care home, has 
been given an eight-month suspended jail sentence for 
stealing more than £8,000 from an elderly resident.  
 
Cardiff Crown Court heard the mother-of-two worked at 
Cliffhaven care home in Penarth, which specialises in 
care for dementia sufferers.  
For full report click here  

34. Sexual assault claim  
16 September 2009 - The Times  
Children at the Rocking Horse Nursery, Plumtree 
whose fractured bones are being investigated by po-
lice have made an arrest in relation to an allegation of 
sexual assault against a child. 

35. Arrest over care home sex attack  
17 September 2009 ï BBC News  
A 19-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of 
rape and kidnap after an 86-year-old woman was sexu-
ally assaulted at a care home in Bradford.  
 
Officers were called to the Springfield care home in the 
Buttershaw area on Tuesday in the early hours.  
For full report click here  

36. Care staff taped mouth of dementia pa-
tient, 89  
19 September 2009 - Daily Mail  
Care workers Abel Bellary, 58, and Josephine Apali-
sok, 46, have been convicted of abusing Derek May-
nard, 89, because he ómade a fuss about going to 
bedô!   Claire Bull who witnessed the abuse at Kings 
Park Community Hospital, Bournemouth reported it ï 
eventually.  It took her four weeks to do so. 

37. Hospital drip death  
19 September 2009 - The Times  
A Manchester inquest heard a 20 yr old woman died 
after a doctor failed to follow guidelines when insert-
ing a drip.  He punctured her jugular vein.  

38. Hospital bans nurseôs crucifix 
20 September 2009 - The Sunday Times  

Row over nurse wearing crucifix  
20 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Shirley Chaplin a nurse at the Royal Devon and Exe-
ter Hospital is bringing a claim in the Employment 
Tribunal as she says she has been banned from 
working with patients because she refuses to remove 
her crucifix. 
For BBC report click here  

39. New guidance on assisted suicide  
20 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Guidelines on assisted suicide law is set to be pub-
lished by the Director of Public Prosecutions to clarify 
when people are likely to be prosecuted.  
 
Keir Starmer QC said that factors that would be con-
sidered included whether anyone helping in the sui-
cide stood to gain financially, but that assisted suicide 
would remain an offence as the law was unchanged.  
For full report click here  
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Children  

40. Paedophile checks scheme defended  
14 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Sir Roger Singleton, the head of a Government 
scheme to vet adults who work with children has hit 
out at criticism of the initiative.  
 
He said that people need to "calm down" and con-
sider the issue "rationally".  
For full report click here  

41. Letter from Ed Balls on the Vetting and 
Barring Scheme  
14 September 2009 ï DCSF  
A letter from Secretary of State for Children, Schools 
and Families Ed Balls to Chair of the Children, 
Schools and Families Select Committee Barry 
Sheerman. He writes about the new vetting and bar-
ring scheme that becomes operational for individuals 
from July 2010. 
For full report click here  

42. Vetting contact rule under review  
14 September 2009 ï BBC News  
The government will be looking again at how a new 
vetting system for those working with children will 
operate.  
For full report click here  

43. Vetting law concerns 'legitimate'  
15 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Head of the Independent Safeguarding Authority, Sir 
Roger Singleton has said that voiced concerns over 
the way a new vetting system for people working with 
children operates are "legitimate". 
 
He is currently tasked with reviewing it.  
For full report click here  

44. Council investigation over hanged girl, 8  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
Charlotte Avenall, who had learning difficulties and 
who was óknown to social servicesô was found 
hanged.  There is to be an investigation by Notting-
hamshire County Council. 

45. Foster parents not told if they are caring 
for abusive children  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
51% of foster carers have said that they have been 
given inadequate information about children placed in 
their care and which placed their own children at risk. 

46. I have to live with the guilt over risk to my 
son  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
Case study looking at the Taylor family; husband and 
wife fostered for 45 yrs and brought up five of their 
own children.  Mrs Taylor rehearses her experiences 
when she says she was not given vital information 
about one of those placed in her care.  She has made 
a formal complaint against Nottinghamshire County 
Council. 
 
Ed.  We in Brunswicks have been instructed in a 
number of cases when it was clear that social ser-
vice officers have failed to provide vital adverse 
information to our clients, or óplayed downô diffi-
culties to such an extent a completely misleading 
impression was provided in relation to both 
adults and children.   It is wrong and unconscion-
able and puts innocent people at unnecessary 
risk.  
 
It should stop.  
 
If care providers behaved in such a way they 
would be categorised as óunfitô.   

47. Fostering Happy Families  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
The leading article in the newspaper ï there are 
some deep flaws in the system which need to be ad-
dressed urgently. 

48. Paralysed cancer drug girl óto be put on at
-risk register to shut her upô 
20 September 2009 - The Mail on Sunday  
A 13 yr old who has suffered partial paralysis which 
her mother blames on the HPV vaccine says that so-
cial services are threatening to put the girl on the óat-
risk registerô a move her mother claims is an attempt 
to shut her up. 
 

Consultations  
To follow next week  
 

Consultations  

49. Shaping the Future of Care Together  
The Green Paper on the Reform of Adult Care and 
Support in England:  
join the debate  
On 14.07.09 the Government launched the Green 
Paper óShaping the Future of Care Togetherô which 
contains ideas on ways the care and support system 
in England can be improved, both in the way it is de-
livered and funded.  The future system should be 
fairer, simple to understand and more affordable for 
everyone. 
 
There will now be a period of public consultation until 
the 13th November.  During this time the Government 
will be running a series of local events across the 
country at which the issues raised in the Green Paper 
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will be discussed in detail. 
 
Once the consultation has finished, the Government 
will publish the results and will set up a national lead-
ership group, bringing together the leading experts 
and organisations across care and support to drive 
forward changes and to resolve issues where clear 
differences remain. 
 
The Government will publish a White Paper on care 
and support in 2010, with detailed proposals for im-
plementing a new National Care Service offering 
care and support for everyone. 
 
Join the big care debate  
Everyone with an interest in the future of care and 
support is invited to join Ministers, Department of 
Health officials and other key stakeholders at the 
event held closest to you to debate the issues and air 
your views on the proposals outlined in the Green 
Paper. 
 
Below is the list of all the regional events.  
 
East of England  
Bedford, Thursday 24 September 2009: 13.00 - 
16.30  
Bedford, Thursday 24 September 2009: 17.00 - 
20.30  
Norwich, Friday 25 September 2009: 13.00 - 16.30  
Norwich, Saturday 26 September 2009: 09.30 - 
13.00  
 
Yorkshire & The Humber  
Hull, Thursday 1 October 2009: 13.00 - 16.30  
Hull, Thursday 1 October 2009: 17.00 - 20.30  
Leeds, Friday 2 October 2009: 13.00 - 16.30  
Leeds, Saturday 3 October 2009: 09.30 - 13.00  
 

South West  
Exeter, Thursday 8 October 2009: 13.00 - 16.30  
Exeter, Thursday 8 October 2009: 17.00 - 20.30  
Bournemouth, Friday 9 October 2009: 13.00 - 16.30  
Bournemouth, Saturday 10 October 2009: 09.30 - 
13.00  
 
London  
London, Thursday 15 October 2009: 13.00 - 16.30  
London, Thursday 15 October 2009: 17.00 - 20.30  
London, Friday 16 October 2009: 13.00 - 16.30  
London, Saturday 17 October 2009: 09.30 - 13.00 
 
Follow the link below to register your place at one of 
the events: 
www.coievents.co.uk/careandsupport .  
 
Alternatively, telephone 020 7261 8400 or email care-
andsupport@coi.gsi.gov.uk . 
 
If you are unable to attend one of the events, you are 
invited to contribute your thoughts and views on the 
Green Paper online at 
www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk 
 

50. Consultation Future Structure of the    
Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland  
Closing Date: 25 September 2009  
The Scottish Government is consulting on the care 
and treatment of people with mental disorder and 
learning disability by examining the future structure of 
the Mental Welfare Commission for Scotland. 
For full consultation click here   

 

51. Health Protection Regulations: A               
consultation  
Closing Date: 30 September 2009  
A consultation wanting views on draft health protec-
tion regulations to be made under the amended Pub-
lic Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 to continue 

the process of modernising health protection legisla-
tion in England. 
For full report click here  

 

52. Payment by Results Data Assurance 
Framework Consultation: 2010 -11 onwards  
Closing Date: 2 October 2009  
This consultation seeks views on the framework that 
supports the improvement of data quality in the NHS. 
For full consultation go to http://www.audit -
commission.gov.uk/health/audit/paymentbyresults/Pages/
pbrconsultation201011.aspx  

 

53. Essence of Care: A consultation on the      
reviewed original benchmarks  
Closing Date: 2 October 2009  
A consultation looking for views on all of the material 
belonging to essence of care, a versatile and struc-
tured system of benchmarks widely used in various 
health settings. This will help ensure the system con-
tinues to reflect best practice. 
For full consultation click here  

 
54. Review of the Children, Young People 
and Families Grant Programme: Consultation  
Closing Date: 5 October 2009  
A consultation seeking the views of the third sector 
and any other interested parties on the future ap-
proach and shape of the children, young people and 
families grant programme. 
For full report go to http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/
index.cfm?
ac-
tion=consultationDetails&consultationId=1612&external=no&
menu=1  
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55. Proposals to Complete the Transposition 
of the Framework Directive on Health and 
Safety of Workers 89/391/EEC into the Regu-
latory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005: Con-
sultation  
Closing Date: 6 October 2009  
Consultation seeking views on an omission that has 
been detected in the transposition of the Framework 
Directive on Health and Safety of Workers into the 
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. 
For full report go to http://www.communities.gov.uk/
publications/fire/consultationhealthsafetyrro  

 
56. Pandemic influenza and the Mental 
Health Act 1983  
Closing Date: 7 October 2009  
Consultation seeking views on proposals for tempo-
rary amendments to the Mental Health Act 1983 that 
may be required in the event of the severe staff 
shortages that may be expected during an influenza 
pandemic.  
For full consultation  click here  

 

57. Essence of care: a consultation on a new 
benchmark on pain  
Closing Date: 12 October 2009  
Essence of Care is a system of benchmarks widely 
used in various health settings. Essence of Care 
benchmarks are developed by stakeholders from focus 
groups that will use them. A focus group is made up of 
carers, patients and professionals have met to review 
the benchmarks and this has led to a proposed new 
benchmark for pain management.  
For full consultation click here  

 

 
 
 

58. New Horizons: Towards a shared vision 
for mental health ï Consultation  
Closing Date: 15 October 2009  
A consultation wanting views on the Government's 
plans to target the root causes of mental illness and 
support the local development of higher quality, more 
personalised services. 
For full consultation click here  

 

59. Serious Case Reviews: Revised chapter 8 
of working together to safeguard children - 
Consultation  
Closing Date: 23 October 2009  
Consultation seeks views on revised guidance that 
aims to improve the quality, consistency and impact 
of serious case reviews and is directed in particular at 
local safeguarding children boards that by law under-
take a serious case review whenever a child dies or 
is seriously injured and abuse or neglect is known or 
suspected to be a factor. 
For full consultation click here  
 

60. Fees for the Registration of Pharmacy 
Premises: A consultation on the level of fees 
to be charged from 1 January 2010  
Closing Date: 30 October 2009  
This consultation seeks views on the level of the fee 
charged by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain for the registration of pharmacy prem-
ises. 
For full report click here  
 

61. Shaping the future of care together 
(Green Paper)  
Closing Date: 31 October 2009  
The much delayed Green Paper sets out a vision for 
a new care and support system.  It identifies the chal-
lenges posed to the current funding system by the 
increasing population of older people and the need 

for radical reform, to develop a National Care Service 
that is fair, simple and affordable for everyone.  The 
Green Paper sets out a number of consultation ques-
tions and seeks views about how Government can 
make its vision a reality and develop a care and sup-
port system fit for the 21st century. The consultation 
runs from 14 July 2009 to 31 October 2009.  A White 
Paper is expected next year. 
The Green Paper can be downloaded:  
h t tp : / /www.dh.gov.uk/en/Pub l i cat ionsandstat i s t i cs/
Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_102338  

 

62. A joint consultation on the Report to    
Ministers from the DH Steering Group on the 
Statutory Regulation of Practitioners of     
Acupuncture, Herbal Medicine, Traditional 
Chinese Medicine and Other Traditional 
Medicine Systems Practised in the UK  
Closing Date: 2 November 2009  
For full consultation click here  

 

63. Consultation on the Health and Social 
Care Act 2008 Code of Practice for Health 
and Social Care on the Prevention and Con-
trol of Infections and Related Guidance and 
Prevention and Control of Infection in Care 
Homes (a Supporting Guidance Document for 
Providers of Adult Social Care)  
Closing Date: 6 November 2009  
Consultation seeking views on a code of practice and 
supporting guidance that will help providers of health 
care and adult social care to plan and implement how 
they prevent and control healthcare-associated infec-
tions. It sets out criteria that the Care Quality Com-
mission will use to assess compliance with the regis-
tration requirement. 
For full consultation click here  
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64. Consultation on the Review of the Mental 
Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 
2003 
Closing Date: 6 November 2009.  
The Scottish Government is consulting on a review 
of the 2003 Mental Health Act.  
For full consultation click here  

 

65. A consultation on proposals to discon-
tinue some current inpatient and outpatient 
collections  

Closing Date:  1 December 2209  
This consultation seeks views on proposals to dis-
continue some current inpatient and outpatient data 
collection. 
For full consultation click here  

 
66. NICE: Current consultations  
To browse through consultations go to  
http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?=consultations.current  
 

Care Quality Commission , 
CSSIW &  
Scottish Care Commission  

67. NMC ï Fitness to Practice annual report 
summary  
16 September 2009  
The Nursing & Midwifery Council have now published 
their "Fitness to Practice Annual Report".  It describes 
NMC arrangements for handling allegations about 
nurses and midwives fitness to practice.  
For full report click here   

 

 

68. Nutrition 'concern' in care homes  
17 September 2009 - BBC News  
A report by the Scottish Care Commission has found 
that nearly half the care homes inspected in Scotland 
did not meet national standards for nutrition.  
 
The commission expressed its concern at the high 
number of complaints it received on the issue.  
For full report click here  
 

Dementia  

69. Public call on government to invest more 
in dementia research  
14 September 2009 - NCF 
Two thirds of Britons believe the Government should 
put more money towards dementia research funding, in 
spite of the current economic climate. 
For full report click here  

70. World Alzheimerôs Day is 21 September 
15 September 2009 - NCF 
Alzheimer's disease alters the brain and impairs mem-
ory, thinking, behaviour and functional activity and is the 
most common cause of dementia. 
 
If you have access to the Community Channel (on Sky 
539 and Virgin TV 233) you can watch 'Terry Pratchett - 
Living with Alzheimer's' at 9pm on 21 September.  
For full report click here  

71. Alzheimerôs Society and Bupa launch   
dementia champions programme  
16 September 2009 - NCF  
Alzheimerôs Society and Bupa have partnered up to 
launch the first ever Dementia Champions programme 
in 130 Bupa care homes across the UK.  
 
The new programme wants to develop in-house leaders 

to champion good dementia care in their place of work 
and was successfully piloted in six Bupa care homes 
before the launch.  
For full report click here  
 

Ireland, Scotland & Wales  

Ireland  

Nothing to report  

Scotland  

Nothing to report  
 

Wales 

72. HEREFORD ART EXHIBITION FOR LOCAL 
PEOPLE WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES  
14 September 2009 - Craegmoor Healthcare  
A Craegmoor service in Herefordshire which supports 
people with learning disabilities has teamed up with 
Hereford Museum and Art Gallery, A and S Studios, 
to showcase the artistic talent of the people using the 
service in a new exhibition that opened last week.  
  
The exhibition, which runs throughout September and 
October, showcases the original artwork that individu-
als living at Castle Farm produced in their art classes, 
including painting, sculptures, modelling, t-shirt de-
signs and even a funky take on a reusable shopping 
bag! 
  
Tracy Bowen, Deputy Manager of Castle Farm, said:  
  
ñItôs been brilliant to see how the people living at 
Castle Farm have worked so imaginatively.  They 
have relished the weekly art classes and itôs fantastic 
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to see the artwork produced on display in such a 
great setting.ò  

73. Warning over NHS compensation ads  
15 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Welsh hospitals are being told by the health minister 
to stop handing out leaflets which include advertise-
ments offering help to claim compensation.  
 
Edwina Hart said it was "highly inappropriate" for the 
NHS to advertise services from personal injury law-
yers.  
For full report click here  

74. Health hotline 'needs to improve'  
15 September 2009 ï BBC News  
An official report has recommended that NHS Direct 
Wales needs to improve its integration with the NHS 
in Wales. 
  
It is a 24-hour health advice service used via the 
telephone or the internet and designed to take pres-
sure off frontline medical staff but the Wales Audit 
Office said that it needs to be more efficient, improve 
call handling and have better promotion of its ser-
vices.  
For full report click here  

75. Row over NHS ban on claims ads  
19 September 2009 - BBC News  
The Claims Standard Council says that a ban on ad-
vertising personal injury compensation claim firms on 
leaflets handed out by the NHS in Wales should be 
lifted. 
  
Health Minister Edwina Hart wants no such adverts 
on patient literature.  
For full report click here  
 

Learning Disabilities  

Nothing to report  
 

Legislation Update  
76. No. 2705 (L.17) The Mental Health Review 
Tribunal for Wales Rules 2008  6  
16 September 2009 ï OPSI  
For full legislation click here  

77. No. 304 (C.20) Safeguarding Vulnerable 
Groups (Regulated Activity, Transitional Pro-
visions and Commencement No. 4) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2009  
16 September 2009 ï OPSI  
For full legislation click here  

78. No. 305 The Safeguarding Vulnerable 
Groups (Miscellaneous Provisions) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2009  
16 September 2009 ï OPSI  
For full legislation click here  

79. No. 306 The Safeguarding Vulnerable 
Groups (Miscellaneous Provisions) Regula-
tions (Northern Ireland) 2009  
16 September 2009 ï OPSI  
For full legislation click here  
 

Mental Capacity  

Nothing to report  
 

 

Mental Health  

80. PCTs need to ñimprove their                 
performanceò on youth mental health 
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
Primary care trusts need to ñimprove their perform-
anceò on providing child and adolescent mental 
health services for children and young people with 
learning disabilities. 
 

Miscellaneous  

81. ECCL calls for action to be taken to put 
an end to the segregation of disabled people 
in institution  
11 September 2009  
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (óthe CRPDô) is the first legally binding 
instrument to give explicit recognition to the right of 
people with disabilities to live and participate in the 
community. 
 
More information at: http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk/

information/news/?entryid17=33538  

82. GPs to be paid £100m for giving swine flu 
vaccine  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
GPs are to be paid £5.25 for every dose adminis-
tered. 

83. Government issues proposals to tackle 
disability hate crime  
Action plan admits government lacks          
information on crimes against disabled  
15 September 2009 ï Community Care  
The Government has published its Hate Crime Action 
Plan which aims to tackle hate crimes against disabled 
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people and other groups of vulnerable people more 
vigorously with a range of new laws and policy actions. 
For full report click here  

84. Guidance note for remuneration        
committees: pay framework for very senior 
managers in strategic and special health au-
thorities, primary care trusts and ambulance 
trusts  
16 September 2009 ï DH  
Senior managers in SHAs, PCTs, ATs and SpHAs are 
strongly encouraged to use this guidance when operat-
ing their own pay arrangements for VSMs. 
For full report click here  

85. Plan to scrap GP catchment areas  
17 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Health Secretary Andy Burnham has announced that 
he wants to scrap GP catchment areas in England 
within a year.  Ministers want to introduce more choice 
into the family doctor system, believing it will drive up 
standards.  
For full report click ere  

86. The NHS (Pharmaceutical Services) 
Regulations: Information for Primary Care 
Trusts - revised September 2009  
17 September 2009 ï DH  
This Guidance has been produced to help Primary 
Care Trusts in the assessment and determination of 
applications to provide NHS pharmaceutical services. It 
includes reforms effective from 1 April 2005 to the regu-
latory system and amendments to the Regulations 
since.  
For full report click here  

87. Seasonal flu communications campaign 
information 2009  
17 September 2009 ï DH  
The annual seasonal flu immunisation campaign aims 

to encourage take-up of the vaccine by everyone aged 
65 or over, and by younger people in clinically at-risk 
groups.  
 
These groups were specified in the Chief Medical Offi-
cerôs annual letter, The Influenza Immunisation Pro-
gramme 2009/10, which was sent out on 6 April 2009. 
For full report click here  

 

88. Patients to pick a GP anywhere they like  
17 September 2009 - The Times  
The rules of GP practices accepting patients on their 
list by reference to post code is to be abolished to 
make it easier for commuters to access GPs. 
 
Ed.  Will we see óyoungô thrusting GP businesses 
setting up in town and city centres?   Previously 
such locations in recent years have been the pre-
serve of private GPs.  

89. End-of-life palliative care needs to start 
earlier  
17 September 2009 - The Times, Letters to the 
Editor  
Dr Bill Noble, President of the Association for Pallia-
tive Medicine of Great Britain and Ireland writes at 
length to set out his organisationôs position in relation 
to end of life care and the Liverpool Care Pathway. 

90. Do palliative care rules let patients down?  
18 September 2009 - The Times  
Two views are articulated about the Liverpool Care 
Pathway for the care of the dying in end stages of 
critical illness.  Katherine Murphy, Director of the Pa-
tients Association says that it does.  She acknowl-
edges that it was developed and introduced at the 
end of the 1990s by clinicians with many years of 
experience of caring for the dying in the final weeks 
and days of their life; however, she says LCP should 

be used to ñsupport decision-making not take over 
from it.ò    She points out the lack of uniform and com-
plete training of doctors and nurses in one of the 
three NICE end-of-life guidelines. 
 
Rob George, Consultant in palliative care Guyôs & St 
Thomasô Hospital, has the opposite view.  He does 
say that the LCP works well, when used properly ï 
intended to reverse this nationôs legacy of a bad 
death and is intended to give dignity to dying pa-
tients.  He adds that as we face fiscal famine training 
and education must be the last things to go.  Front 
line staff are no good if they are incompetent.  
 
Ed. The Liverpool Care Pathway is an issue which 
arouses strong views on all sides; the last time I 
reported on this matter two weeks ago (BHCR Vol. 
4, Issue 36, item 66) there were a number of peo-
ple who took the time and trouble to write to me 
to express their dissatisfaction that I had repre-
sented the issue the way it had been reported in 
The Times ï which, of course, is the way we sum-
marise items.  
 
However, I welcome the contributions from the 
readership to share, through these pages, their 
own views and experiences of LCP and any other 
matter about which they have views and experi-
ence.   By challenging ourselves and having oth-
ers challenge us, we will become better at what 
we do ï either by changing what we do, or con-
vincing others that there may be improvements 
which they can make.  
 
It can only ever be win -win.  
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91. Chair, of the regulator of NHS Foundation 
Trusts (Monitor)  
18 September 2009 - The Times  
Job advert.  Remuneration is up to £58,000 for two 
days a week in London. 

92. Chief Executive ï Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association  
18 September 2009 - The Times  
Based in Reading, salary will be circa £100,000 

93. CQC says poorest areas suffer worse 
care from GPs  
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
People in the poorest areas of Britain suffer from 
lower standards of NHS primary care, according to a 
Care Quality Commission (CQC) report. 

94. Solicitor backed  
19 September 2009 - The Times  

They built my gallows high ï but I was ready 
to lose everything to win dignity for the eld-
erly  
19 September 2009 ðDaily Mail  
Two page article by Frances Hardy about the profes-
sional disciplinary proceedings taken against cam-
paigning solicitor Yvonne Hossack who has brought 
proceedings on behalf of service users in an attempt 
to prevent the closure of care homes ï mostly by 
councils. 
 
She succeeded in defending her conduct and her 
reputation. 

95. Just you trying being a GP...  
19 September 2009 - The Times, Letters to the 
Editor  
Dr David Wright challenges Ian Thornber (a previous 
correspondent) to spend a day with him.  He works 

50 hrs a week, runs a business with a turnover of 
£3m, employing 25 staff. 
 

NHS 

96. Patient's anger over cancelled op  
14 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Yvonne Rogersô operation was cancelled three times 
in three days and she has accused a Portsmouth 
hospital of playing "Russian roulette" with her life.  
 
She had acute pancreatitis and was due to have her 
gall bladder removed at the Queen Alexandra Hospi-
tal in Cosham in May.  
For full report click here  

97. Tory flyer 'put patients at risk'  
14 September 2009 ï BBC News  
A Conservative campaign leaflet containing inaccu-
rate information about NHS phone numbers has been 
withdrawn.  
 
It was delivered to 17,000 households in Newton Ab-
bot in Devon but gave the wrong phone numbers for 
the town's hospital and NHS Direct.  
For full report click here  

98. Chief urges NHS ban for attackers  
14 September 2009 ï BBC News  
A senior police officer has called for people who 
abuse health service workers to be stopped from us-
ing NHS services unless for life-threatening in-
stances.  
 
Barbara Wilding, chief constable of South Wales Po-
lice is calling for people who abuse health service 
workers to be prevented from using NHS services, 
unless it was in a life-threatening situation. 
 

Figures show there were over 7,000 violent or ag-
gressive incidents in the NHS in Wales in 2007-2008.  
For full report click here  

99. Pubs ban threat for NHS violence  
14 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Violent drinkers who abuse or attack NHS and ambu-
lance staff in north west Wales could be banned from 
pubs and clubs.  
 
North West Wales NHS Trust and ambulance officials 
have joined a pub watch scheme in Gwynedd and 
Anglesey.  
For full report click here  

100. The Use of 084 Telephone Numbers in 
the NHS: Department of Health response to 
consultation  
14 September 2009 ï DH  
The Government has responded to a consultation on 
the future use of 084 numbers in the NHS. 
For full report click here  

 

101. National Health Service?  
14 September 2009 - The Times  
Leading article ï health policy has, it opines, done 
less to counteract health inequalities than had been 
hoped. 

102. Families ókept in the darkô as doctors 
make life -or-death decisions  
14 September 2009 - The Times  
Two pages of report on the Liverpool Care Pathway 
and the report of shortcomings following an audit of 
the scheme which was developed by Marie Curie 
Hospice, Liverpool and a team from the Royal Liver-
pool and Broadgreen hospitals.  LCP is in use in 220 
hospitals,  100 hospices and 320 care homes across 
Britain. 
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103. óOn the bad days ï the bad deaths ï I 
wish I worked in a shoe shopô 
14 September 2009 - The Times  
A case study of the palliative care nurse Deborah 
Murphy, 44, who, 10 yrs ago was the only palliative 
care nurse in an hospital trust with over 1,000 beds 
and who now manages a team of more than 12 spe-
cialists at the Royal Liverpoool and Broadgreen Hos-
pitals NHS Trust helping to train others in the LCP.. 
 

104. Why are we deprived of choice at the 
very end?  

14 September 2009 - The Times  
Dame Joan Bakewell provides her ótakeô on the LCP. 

105. NHS scraps premium rate phone 
charges  
14 September 2009 - The Times  
The prospect of hospitals and GP surgeries profiting 
from óphone calls has been removed after they were 
banned across the NHS. 

106. New inquiry into hospital deaths  
15 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Stafford Hospital is to undergo a second inquiry into 
the failings of patient care.  
 
In March, the Healthcare Commissionôs report con-
demned the local NHS Trust for allowing unqualified 
staff to carry out checks on patients and that 
"appalling" emergency care had led to patients dying 
needlessly.  
For full report click here  

107. Hospital's inquiry 'too narrow'  
15 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Richard Stein, currently acting for the Cure the NHS 
(CfN) group has condemned a second inquiry into fail-
ings at Stafford Hospital as "a narrow, private process".  
 

He made his statement on the opening day of the in-
quiry and said many relatives felt other reports had al-
ready established what happened to patients.  
For full report click here  

108. Families kept in dark about death of ter-
minally ill  
15 September 2009 - Daily mail  
Further report on the Liverpool Care Pathway. 

109. Private Mid Staffs inquiry criticised  
16 September, 2009 - Health Service Journal  
A closed-doors inquiry into the ñshockingò number of 
deaths at Stafford Hospital has been criticised before 
it has been held.  The inquiry will be conducted by 
Robert Francis QC.   Mr Francis said the inquiry 
would not be a forum for debate about the role of 
regulators and other statutory bodies in the events at 
Stafford between 2005 and March 2009. 

110. NHS 'failing' people losing sight  
16 September 2009 ï BBC News  
The Royal National Institute of Blind People says that 
support available to people losing their sight is "a na-
tional disgrace".  
 
It said that of the 100 people who will lose their sight 
today - only eight will be offered counselling.  
For full report click here  

111. Hospital parking fee rise review  
17 September 2009 ï BBC News  
The United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust an-
nounced blue badge holders will no longer be entitled to 
free parking earlier this month.  New parking charges for 
the disabled could be scrapped because of public oppo-
sition to the fees. 
For full report click here  

 

112. The storm is brewing for the NHS  
17 September 2009 ï BBC News  
Looking at the NHS new proposal with GP boundaries, 
in an age when everyone else connected with the NHS 
is obsessed about just one thing - money. How bleak 
will it be for the health service?  
For full report click here  

113. Hospital meals form 'bingo game'  
17 September 2009 ï BBC News  
An NHS hospital patient is so disgusted by the food has 
put photographs online and challenged friends to iden-
tify meals in a game of "hospital food bingo".  
 
As he struggled to identify meals without the menu card, 
his friends "kept getting it wrong", said the patient at a 
South West hospital.  
For full report click here  

114. Reassuring to hear Health Secretary ac-
knowledge the scale of the financial chal-
lenge ahead for the NHS ï The Kingôs Fund 
17 September 2009 ï The Kingôs Fund 
The Kingôs Fundôs chief executive Niall Dickson has 
responded to Secretary of State for Health Andy 
Burnhamôs speech to The Kingôs Fund : 
 
ñNot before time the government has acknowledged 
the scale of the task ahead for the health service in the 
future public spending squeeze. This is without doubt 
the most significant leadership challenge facing the NHS 
in the coming years. Even if the NHS does better than 
other areas of public spending, it will be a real struggle 
to protect and develop high-quality care.ò 
 
ñThe Health Secretary is right to say that all political par-
ties need to engage in an adult discourse about the fu-
ture of the NHS. Given the impending general election, 
this will certainly be a challenge. We welcome his com-
mitment to support local leaders in the NHS who are 
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redesigning services ï the shape of health care ser-
vices does have to change and it will require commit-
ment and determination to make this transformation. In 
some cases this will mean fewer hospital beds and 
more care in the community, in others more concentra-
tion of services in specialist centres. ñ 
 
ñThe commitment to reward quality instead of just pay-
ing for volume of work is a good move, but care will 
have to be taken on how it is introduced to ensure it 
encourages better performance from all providers and 
does not, for instance, hamper poorer performing hos-
pitalsô ability to progress.ôò 
 
On the plan to make it easier for patients to choose 
their GP, Niall Dickson said: óThe vast majority of pa-
tients are more than happy with their GP, but the re-
striction on where they can register is an anachronism 
and the government is right to sweep it away. There are 
details to be worked out, but it should not be impossi-
ble.ò 
For full report click here  

115. Action to deliver same -sex                  
accommodation: root cause analysis  
17 September 2009 ï DH  
Toolkit to be used to enable trusts to identify, under-
stand and address issues relating to mixed sex accom-
modation occurrences. The purpose is to facilitate local 
learning and improvement and to make this sustain-
able. 
For full report click here  

116. Managing influenza -like illness (ILI) in 
nursing and residential homes during the 
current influenza pandemic  
17 September 2009 ï DH  
Guidance aiming to provide advice on the generic man-
agement of cases or outbreaks of flu-like illness in nurs-
ing and residential homes, and provides specific guid-

ance appropriate to pandemic (H1N1) 2009 influenza. 
For full report click here  

117. Protest over health inquiry plea  
18 September 2009 - BBC News  
Campaigners are planning to protest with reference 
to  a public inquiry into failings at Stafford Hospital. 
  
A second inquiry was described as "a narrow, private 
process" by a solicitor for the Cure the NHS group, 
Richard Stein, when it started. 
  
The group planned to be outside a surgery held by 
Andy Burnham, the MP for Leigh, Greater Manches-
ter.  
For full report click here  

118. The NHS (Pharmaceutical Services) 
Regulations: Information for primary care 
trusts - Revised September 2009  
18 September 2009 ï DH  
Guidance produced to assist primary care trusts in 
the assessment and determination of applications to 
provide NHS pharmaceutical services. 
For full report click here  

119. King's Fund: Speech by Andy Burnham  
18 September 2009 ï DH  
A transcript of the speech by Health Secretary Andy 
Burnham to the King's Fund on 17 September 2009, 
talking about the NHS in the next.decade. 
For full report click here  

120. Battle over foundation freedom heads 
for Parliament  
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
A new battle over foundation trusts is set to begin in 
Parliament next month, with the opposition expected 
to attack proposals they say would rob the organisa-
tions of their autonomy.   

121. CQC warns "laggards" over core stan-
dards deadline  
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
The NHS in England faces a big challenge in meeting 
the Care Quality Commissionôs deadline for register-
ing against its new set of core standards, the regula-
torôs chair has warned. 

122. NHS reform is safest with the Tories, say 
voters  
18 September 2009 - The Times  
A Populus poll conducted for The Times (Ed. Is this 
the beginning of the series of polls which ulti-
mately become dreary in the countdown to the 
next General Election? ) on a range of topics shows 
voters say that Conservatives will do the best job of 
improving the NHS, 37%, followed by Labour 34% 
and LibDems 15%. 

123. Andy Burnham told to 'take care' over 
paying for quality  
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
The Governmentôs announcement that it would incor-
porate greater measures of quality into payment by 
results has been welcomed. 

124. 2.6 per cent increase to Scottish health 
budget  
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
NHS Scotland will receive a revenue funding increase 
of 2.6% next financial year under the governmentôs 
budget, but its capital budget will decrease slightly. 

125. Andy Burnham warns NHS managers 
not to conduct "mini spending reviews"  
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
NHS managers must not conduct their own ñmini 
spending reviewsò in advance of political decisions 
about NHS funding, the health secretary has warned. 
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126. Government set to issue a five year 
spending plan for NHS  
18 September 2009 - Health Service Journal  
Novemberôs pre-budget report could spell out the 
governmentôs health spending plans not just for the 
next 18 months but for the next five years, HSJ has 
been told. 

127. Lib Dems vow to axe NHS quangos  
20 September 2009 ï BBC News  
The Liberal Democrats are arguing that slashing 
spending on NHS quangos and capping the pay of 
health service managers could save £500m a year. 
For full report click here  

128. Back office costs add up for NHS  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
The cost of clerical staff in the NHS has increased by 
80% in four years.  In 2004 PCTs spent £530m on 
admin staff by 2008 the spend was £1.2bn. 

129. Disconnecting for health  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
Sara Utecht looks at the possibility of axing the NHS 
National IT Project. 

130. Staff Party  
September 2009 - HealthInvestor  
The crisis of staffing in the NHS has meant great 
business for a number of staffing agencies, Sara 
Utecht looks at some. 
 

Nursing  
Nothing to report  
 

 

Older People  

131. New activities qualification will bring 
breath of fresh air to care sector  
15 September 2009 - NAPA 
The National Association for Providers of Activities for 
Older People hosted an event to award the winners 
of its Breath of Fresh Air challenge in which hundreds 
of homes took part earlier this year. 
 
Sylvie Silver, NAPAôs Director said: 
 
ñWe are delighted to announce a new creative part-
nership between Skills for Care and NAPA to develop 
a new and much awaited specific activities qualifica-
tion as part of the new Qualification and Credits 
Framework, which will be launched at this event.ò     
 

Parliament  

132. Parliamentary Questions and Debate 
from the Past Week  
The following section is produced in conjunction 
with specialists in health and social care, PLMR ï 
Political Lobbying & Media Relations ï 
www.plmr.co.uk  
 
Parliament is in Summer recess until 12.10.09.  

133. Is patient safety and quality an election 
priority?  
The HPC hosts joint political party              
conference fringes  
17 September 2009 - Health Professions Council  
At this yearôs main political party conferences the 
Health Professions Council (HPC) is holding fringe 
meetings for the first time with fringe partners the 

Care Quality Commission (CQC), the General Medi-
cal Council (GMC), and the Nursing and Midwifery 
Council (NMC). The top line question will be óIs pa-
tient safety and quality an election priority?ô where the 
future priorities for regulation will be debated. 
 
The fringe meetings will have health representatives 
from the Conservative and Liberal Democrat parties 
and the Chair of the Commons Health Select Com-
mittee to discuss their vision for the future of health-
care regulation in the UK. The meetings will be 
chaired by representatives from the Kingôs Fund. 
 
Effective healthcare regulation is essential for patient 
safety, high quality care and professional and public 
confidence. It is constantly evolving to meet the de-
mands of patient and service users, the public, the 
professions and politicians. Since the publication of 
the White Paper, Trust, Assurance and Safety: The 
regulation of health professionals in the 21st century, 
in 2007 there have been several significant develop-
ments; however, recent headlines on failings in pa-
tient care have brought regulation into the spotlight. 
 
The HPCôs Chief Executive, Marc Seale, and the 
HPCôs Chair, Anna van der Gaag, will discuss the 
following: 
 
ñThe existing plans to extend statutory regulation to 
psychotherapists and counsellors and a range of 
healthcare scientists needs to be completed in a rea-
sonable timeframe, so that public protection can be 
increased.ò 
 
ñThe possibility of regulating other healthcare occupa-
tions, assistants and others currently outside regula-
tion such as traditional Chinese medicine practitio-
ners has been debated for years. As a society we 
now need to make a clear and unambiguous decision 
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on how to proceed. We strongly believe that statutory 
regulation is necessary for the protection of members 
of the public.ò 
 
The first fringe meeting will be held on 21.10.09 at 
the Liberal Democrat Party Conference in Bourne-
mouth in the Avon Room at the Bournemouth Inter-
national Centre (BIC). The Chair of the HPC, Anna 
van der Gaag, will be speaking at the fringe along 
with representatives from the GMC, NMC, CQC and 
Liberal Democrat Shadow Health Minister, Sandra 
Gidley MP. 
 

Social Care  
Nothing to report  
 

Workforce  

134. Workers can claim back holidays ruined 
by illness  
15 September 2009 - The Times  
As a result of a decision by the European Court of 
Justice employees who had their holiday spoiled by 
illness have the right to ask for their statutory leave 
to be óreallocatedô. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volume 4  Issue 39 

23 September 2009  Brunswicks 

Next  Back 

http://www.brunswicks-web.co.uk/


 

 

Page 18 © Brunswicks LLP 2009  http://www.brunswickslaw.eu  

Independent Healthcare 
Awards 2009  
 
Nursing Practice Award  
 
Spring Unit Team, Cygnet Health Care 
 
Kathryn Topley, Spire Healthcare 
 
Nick Shaughnessy, Arbury Court, Partnerships in 
Care  
 
 
Innovation Award  
 
Augustine Amusu, HCA International 
 
Centre for Urological Excellence, BMI Fawkham 
Manor Hospital 
 
Denis & Clare Barry, Glenside 
 
 
Independent Healthcare Ambassador Award  
 
Massoud Fouladi, Circle 
 
Maddie Nandagopan, Whiteoaks Rest Home 
 
Stephen Collier, Chairman IHAS, General Counsel, 
General Healthcare Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Management Excellence Award  
 
Sara Ryan, Spire Bushey Hospital 
 
Shaun Cooper, Ty Gwyn Hall Hospital, Craegmoor 
Healthcare 
 
Su Barnett, Nuffield Health 
 
 
Medical Practice Award  
 
Tracheostomy Team, HCA Wellington Hospital 
 
Dr Carl Wilson & Dr Sindhu Ashim, Arbury Court, 
Partnerships in Care 
 
Carol Dilley & Team, Sussex Health Care 
 
Best Use of Technology Award  
 
Kaye Bonython, HCA International 
 
The Radiotherapy & Medical Physics Team, BUPA 
Cromwell Hospital 
 
Paul James, Spire Healthcare 
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